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Nearly 20 MLAs to get pink slips
Continued from P1

During a meeting recently,
the Chief Minister had said
that the survey details would
be disclosed to the media persons in a few days. “Since the
survey is in favour of the
party, it is proposed to give it
to the media. Had the performance of the party not
been good, we would not have
been making the report public,” said the TRS leader. The
leader also said that except for
two or three, party’s position
was good in all the Lok Sabha
constituencies. Sources said
the Chief Minister has been
calling the MLAs and informing them about the survey results, telling the laggards to
pull up their socks.
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Bad weather holds up Mansarovar pilgrims
Continued from P1
In Simikot, Embassy has pressed
into a service a medical team to
check the health condition of the
pilgrims. The Mission is also looking at various alternative routes for
evacuation. Local airlines operating
on the route have been asked to ensure availability of extra aircraft in
Nepalgunj to have maximum number of sorties as soon as the weather
clears up. Praveen Prakash, resident commissioner of AP Bhavan
said, the Mission was also looking
at the possibility of heli-evacuation
for critical cases, quoting an Embassy sta�er.
Those stuck included 60 pilgrims
from Telangana at India- Nepal
border due to heavy rains and bad
weather. All of them were on pilgrimage to Mansarovar. O�cials
said they were safe and e�orts are
on to shift them to safer places.
On the instructions of Telangana
Chief Minister K Chandrashekhar
Rao, the o�cials of Telangana Bhavan and special representatives of
state government in New Delhi
swung into action to rescue the
stranded pilgrims with the help of
defence forces.
Telangana special representative

in Delhi S Venugopala Chary said
that the stranded pilgrims were
from Khammam, Nalgonda, Rangareddy, Hyderabad and Mahbubnagar. All of them are safe. They are
being provided with drinking water,
food and medicines through choppers.
After airlifting them to the national capital, Chary said a special
ﬂight, if required, will be arranged
to send the pilgrims to Hyderabad.
It will take at least 24 hours to reach
the stranded pilgrims. He said the
Chief Minister is closely monitoring the situation with the o�cials
of Telangana Bhavan.
Meanwhile, Andhra pilgrims,
who went to Kailash Mansarovar
continued to su�er due to inclement weather conditions for the
second consecutive day on Tuesday
as the Nepalese authorities could
not operate helicopters and ﬂights
to airlift to these pilgrims to safer
place Nepalgunj, which is connecting to India.
Nearly 100 Telugu pilgrims
stranded at Hilsar, Similkot in
Nepal, according to information
collected by state government o�cials. These pilgrims were stranded
at Hilsar and Similkot while returning from Mansarovar.

It is estimated that about 1,575
Indian pilgrims are stranded in
Nepal since Monday. Minister for
External A�airs Sushma in a tweet
on Tuesday said: “Indian pilgrims
stranded in Nepal - There are about
525 pilgrims stranded in Simikot,
550 in Hilsa and another 500 in Tibet side.”
Most pilgrims had no medicine
and shelter till Tuesday afternoon.
The local authorities have arranged
rooms for the stay in Hilsar, said
Uggu Muralikrishna, one of the pilgrims from Vijayawada. He along
with his brother Uggu Koteswara
Rao went to Mansarovar on June
25 and struck on Monday in the return journey. Muralikrishna was in
touch with the family members
since Monday and giving information about the food, medicine and
shelter available to the pilgrims.
K Vinod a family member of Muralikrishna, said his uncle had taken
solar phone, which became very
handy in di�cult situations in
Nepal.
Since Hilsar and Simikot located
in remote areas, the Nepalese authorities are also facing some di�culties to provide basic amenities.
If normal weather conditions return, the Nepalese authorities can

operate choppers and ﬂights to airlift the stranded pilgrims.
Chandrababu Naidu held an
emergency meeting on the Nepal
tragedy on Tuesday through Real
Time Governance and directed o�cials concerned to initiate necessary action to help the Telugu pilgrims.
He directed the o�cials to send
special teams to Nepal to assist the
Telugu people to come back to the
state. The higher o�cials of the
Andhra Pradesh government are in
touch with the AP Bhavan authorities in New Delhi and collecting information about the stranded pilgrims and their safety. Dr Arja
Srikanth, Additional Commissioner at AP Bhavan, New Delhi, informed that the Special Team will
leave from AP Bhavan on Wednesday. The team will land at Nepalgunj which is a Sub-Metropolitan
City in Banke District, Nepal.
As the Nepal government established base camp for stranded pilgrims at Nepalganj, state government is also deploying the Special
Team there. This team will help the
stranded pilgrims for the safe return to their homes. The AP Government is in continuous contact
with the Indian Embassy in Nepal.

I AM NOT A SHAHENSHAH
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KEY TAKEAWAYS

I can't just remain
seated in my car,
aloof from their display of affection and
care.
That is why I invariably get down
and greet, interact
with people as much
as I can,” he said.
The Union Home
Ministry recently
drafted a new set of
guidelines on the
Prime Minister's security.
Officials said there
was "an all-time
high" threat to the
Prime Minister and
described him as the
"most valuable target" in the run-up to
the 2019 general
elections.

Governance: A government has to
play the role of an enabler and not
an obstructer, the prime minister
said. "We have translated this philosophy into action over the last
four years. Technology plays an important role in achieving this aim,"
Modi said. The end objective of
‘Minimum Government, Maximum
Governance’ is to make the lives of
people hassle-free, he added.
Air India disinvestment: Modi said
his government doesn’t want to be
accused of selling something
cheaply and the government has
pursued Air India’s divestment
“with utmost sincerity”. “We don’t
want to make a sale where we will
be accused of selling something for
X amount when we could have got
more," he said.
Employment: The government has
created more than 41 lakh formal
jobs from September 2017 to April
2018 based on EPFO payroll data.

States cannot
appoint acting
DGP: SC
Continued from P1
Any rule or state law on the subject of appointment of police officers “will be kept at
abeyance”, it said as the Centre pointed out that
states were appointing their “favourite” police
officers as DGPs.
The verdict came almost 12 years after the
Supreme Court issued a series of directions on
police reforms on a PIL filed by former UP DGP
Prakash Singh. It had ordered setting up of a
state security commission to ensure that the
government does not exercise unwarranted influence on the police and recommended fixed
two-year tenure for DGPs and Police Superintendents.
The bench, which also included Justice AM
Khanwilkar and Justice DY Chandrachud, said
endeavour should be to select an officer having
reasonable period of service left for appointment
as DGP. However, it said states which have made
laws on police appointments were free to seek
modification of its order.
Tuesday’s directions of the top court came on
pleas, including that of the Centre, seeking modification of the September 2006 judgment in the
Prakash Singh case. It was pointed out to the
court that its order had not been implemented
by states and union territories even after 12
years.
Attorney General KK Venugopal told the
bench only five states—Tamil Nadu, Karnataka,
Andhra Pradesh, Telangana and Rajasthan—had
implemented the court’s 2006 order. He said
some state governments appointed their
“favourite” officers as DGPs just before their retirement to give them extension while some others appointed acting DGPs.
“There is no concept of acting DGPs,” the
bench commented.
In its 2006 order, the top court had ordered
separation of police functions of investigation
and maintaining law and order; setting up of a
Police Establishment Board to deal with transfers, postings, promotions and other service-related matters of officers up to the rank of DSP;
Police Complaints Authority in each state to
look into complaints against officers of and
above the rank of SP in cases of serious misconduct.
A National Security Commission needed to be
set up at the Centre to prepare a panel for selection and placement of chiefs of the Central Police Organizations with a minimum tenure of
two years, it had directed.

He also highlighted that the old
way of measuring jobs is not good
enough to measure new jobs in the
country.
PSU banks: "We had identified the
problem with banks in 2014 itself,"
Modi said. The Insolvency and
Bankruptcy Code (IBC) had helped
in reducing loans gone bad, he said,
adding that many businessmen
have had to lose their companies
for failing to pay bank dues.
Internal Security: The Prime Minister assured that the government's
strategy for internal security is
showing the result in the Maoistaffected areas, and in Kashmir, the
focus will be on “good governance,
development, and accountability."
Ease of doing business: All the existing labour laws are being simplified, rationalised and amalgamated
into four labour codes, Modi said.
"Processes for incorporating a
company have been simplified and
it is now possible to get it done in
24 hours," he said.
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400 landlords
not to get Rythu
Bandhu sops
Continued from P1
The o�cials said that the State
Revenue and Agriculture department which conducted land puriﬁcation programme to verify the
ownership of the lands for the distribution of new pattadar passbooks found many big farmers
registered land in their names, but
mutation was still pending. Taking advantage of the loopholes in
the Revenue department which
is the authority to do mutations,
farmers violated the Land Ceiling
Act and possessed huge acres of
land.
As per the o�cial records, 62
per cent of farmers in Telangana
possessed less than 2.5 acres of
land, 24 per cent own the land between 2.5 acres and 5 acres, 11 per
cent peasants own between 5
acres and 10 acres, less than 3 per
cent own between 10 acres and 25
acres and 0.88 per cent of the
farmers own more than 25 acres
of land. The statistics did not reveal the total number of farmers
who owned land more than 52
acres. The government is expected to take a decision on resumption of excess land from the
big farmers sooner than later. As
per the Ceiling Act, the big farmers will have to surrender the excess lands to the government. If
not, the government is authorised
to cancel the ownership.

